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Special Session Title and Duration

The proposed special session is entitled “Technological and Sociological Effects in the Use of e‑Applications” and its duration will be one morning session or afternoon session. 
Special Session Theme and Goals

The Web has been formed to be an integral part of numerous applications in which a user interacts with a service provider, product sellers, governmental organisations, friends and colleagues. E-learning, e-commerce, e-business, e-voting, e-democracy etc are some of the various applications that e-students, e-customers, e-citizens and in general e-personalities are using. The aim of this session is to bring together researchers and practitioners in the fields of web engineering, hypermedia, commerce applications, virtual communities, social aspects of technology and other related disciplines which provide enabling technologies for an adaptation of the use of e-applications in our normal life. 

The session will focus on a) the technological aspects of the technology, such as usability, color effects, input devices, services that affect the use of e-applications and b) the sociological aspects of technology and virtual communities that enhance the participation of users in the electronic society

Topics include but not limited to:
· Usability aspects in e-learning, e-commerce, e-business, e-voting, e-democracy and e-everything in general

· Social aspects of the use of technology

· Communities of use, learning communities, user societies, culture communities etc that enhance user participation in the e-society

Review Process

All papers will be reviewed by 2 independent reviewers. An indicative list of reviewers, include:

Spiros Sirmakessis, Technological Educational Institution of Messolongi, Greece.

Ioannis Hatzilygeroudis, Computer Engineering and Infomatics Department, University of Patras.

Maria Rigou, Computer Engineering and Infomatics Department, University of Patras and Computer Technology Institute, Greece.
Kostas Koskinas, Panteion University, Greece

Panagiotis Katsaros, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Greece

Lambros Drossos, Technological Educational Institution of Messolongi, Greece.

Vassilis Triantafilou, Technological Educational Institution of Messolongi, Greece
John Tzimas, Computer Engineering and Informatics Department, University of Patras and Computer Technology Institute, Greece.
Intended Audience

There are no restrictions regarding the background of the participants. Thus, both researchers and practitioners will be welcome. 
An estimate of required equipment (computers, projectors, VCR)

A PC and a beam is required for the presentations
Organizer’s name and Background

Spiros Sirmakessis is an Assistant Professor in the Technological Education Institute of Messolongi and the Manager of the Internet and Multimedia Technologies Research Unit of the Research Academic Computer Technology Institute (http://www.cti.gr). He is the coordinator of the NEMIS project (http://nemis.cti.gr), a network of excellence in text mining and responsible for the web mining working group. He is the editor of the books ‘Text Mining and Applications’, published by Springer Verlag (2003), “Knowledge Mining” published by Springer Verlag (2005) and “Adaptive and Personalized Semantic Web” published by Springer Verlag (2006), author of three books and several research papers published in international journals and conferences. He has organized the “International Workshop on Adaptive and Personalized Semantic Web” in ACM-HT05 and the related “Methods & Technologies for Personalized and Adaptive Web Interaction” on the 3rd International Conference on Universal Access in Human-Computer Interaction (UAHCI 2005). The list of related invited session organized by the proposer include the “Invited Session on Engineering Web Based Learning Systems” in IASTED International Conference on Web-based Education (WBE 2004) and the invited session on “Web Engineering” in IASTED Software Engineering Conference 2006 (SE 2006). He is also co-organizing the 2006 IEEE/WIC/ACM International Workshop on “Adaptation and Personalization for e-Business Intelligence” during the in the 2006 IEEE/WIC/ACM International Conference on Web Intelligence (WI-06), December 18-22, 2006, Hong-Kong and the invited session on “Methods & Technologies for Personalized and Adaptive Web Interaction” during the 4th International Conference on Universal Access in Human-Computer Interaction (UAHCI 2007), Beijing, China, 22-27 July 2007. He is the special issue editor on “Web Engineering” in Engineering Letters and “Engineering the Adaptive and Personalized Semantic Web” in Journal of Web Engineering. More information is available at http://www.hci-course.gr/bio.htm. 

Maria Rigou holds a diploma in Computer Engineering and Informatics (1997, University of Patras, Greece), an MSc in Computer Science and Technology (2000, thesis: Interactive Systems Evaluation) and a PhD in Computer Science (2005, dissertation: Effective Personalization Algorithms based on Web Usage Mining). Her current research interests lay in the areas of Adaptive Hypermedia, Web Personalization and Web Semantics. She has publications in several journals and conference proceedings and is the co-author of 5 book chapters and 2 books. Her professional background includes technical coordination of R&D projects with national and EU funding and S/W development for the private sector. She has publications in several journals and conference proceedings and is the co-author of 5 book chapters (refer to http://www.hci.gr/publications.asp) and 2 books ("Software and Hardware Devices for the Disabled" and "e-Business: From concept to action", both in Greek). Currently she is a senior researcher at the Graphics, Multimedia and GIS Laboratory of the Computer Engineering and Informatics Department of Patras University and a scientific collaborator of the Research Academic Computer Technology Institute. 
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